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Amendment in Reply to Final Office Action of June 1, 2005 

IN THE CLAIMS 
Please amend claims l, 5 and 10 as follows: 

1 1, (Currently Amended) A method of providing a service to 

2 distribute electronic content to a plurality of addressees via a 

3 data network, the method comprising the acts of: 

4 identifying respective edge servers in said network that are 

5 in close proximity with respective groups of addressees from among 
€ the plurality of addressees ; 

7 sending to the identified respective edge servers one copy of 

8 the electronic content— to -- th e — ide^tri- f i e d r e spectiv e e dg e s erv ers- 

9 and sai d respective groups of addressees associated wit h the 

10 identified respective edge servers ; and 

11 enabling the identified respective edge servers to send 

12 individual copies of the electronic content to individual ones of 

13 the addressees in the identified edge server' s respective group of 

14 addressees. 

1 2 . (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1, wherein the 

2 enabling act further comprises the act of supplying a list of 

3 identifiers of the addressees of the identified respective edge 

4 server's respective group to the identified respective edge server. 
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1 3 . (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1, wherein the 

2 electronic content comprises an e-mail. 

1 4. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1, wherein the 

2 sending act further comprises sending a first portion of the 

3 electronic content to the respective identified edge servers. 
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5. (Currently Amended) A method of distributing electronic 
content via a data network to a plurality of addressees, the method 
comprising the acts of: 

identifying respective edge servers that are in close 
proximity to respective groups of addressees among the plurality of 
addresses 

sending to the identified respective ed ge servers one copy of 
the conte nt— £-o th e — identified r e^pec-fei-ve— edge servers a nd said 



r espective g rou ps of addressees associated with the iden t ified 
re spective edge servers ; and 

enabling the identified respective edge servers to send 

12 individual copies of the electronic content to individual ones of 

13 the addressees in the identified edge server's respective group of 

14 addressees. 
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1 6. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 5, wherein the 

2 enabling act further comprises the act of supplying a list of 

3 identifiers of the addressees of the identified edge server's 

4 respective group to the identified respective edge server. 

1 7 . (Previously Presented) The method of claim 5, wherein the 

2 electronic content comprises an e-mail. 

1 8 . (Previously Presented) The method of claim 5, further 

2 comprising sending a first portion of the electronic content to the 

3 identified respective edge servers; enabling the identified 

4 respective edge servers to add a second portion to the first 

5 portion; and enabling the identified respective edge servers to 

6 send the first and second portions to the individual addressees in 

7 the respective groups of addressees. 

Claim 9 (Canceled) 



1 10 . (Currently Amended) A computer program product that 

2 includes a computer readable medium having instructions stored 

3 thereon f o r-ge-a^a-ti-ag— in d i v i du a 1 copie s of — febe--e4-ecz.ronic content 
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enab 1 ing ide :it i f icat i on cf respective edge servers in a 
netwo rk that are in close proximity with res pe ctive groups of 
addressees from am ong a plurality of addressees; 

sending to trie identified respective edge servers one ccpy of 
an electronic content and said respective groups of addressee s 
ass ociated with the identified respective edge servers ; and 

enabling the identified respective edge servers t o send 
individual copies of the electronic content to individual ones of 
the addressees in the identified edge server's respective group o f 
addressees , 

11 . (Previously Presented) The method of Claim 4, wherein the 
enabling act further comprises the acts of: 

enabling the identified edge server to add a second portion of 
the electronic content to the first portion of the electronic 
content; and 

enabling the identified edge servers to send individual copies 
of the electronic content to individual ones of the addressees in 



8 the respective groups. 
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1 12. (Previously Presented) The method of Claim 2, wherein the 

2 supplied list of identifiers of the addressees of the identified 

3 respective edge server's respective group are addressable via the 

4 identified edge servers. 

1 13. (Previously Presented) The method of Claim 6, wherein the 

2 supplied list of identifiers of the addressees of the identified 

3 respective edge server 1 s respective group are addressable via the 

4 identified edge servers. 
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